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United Heckathorn/ Chemwest Inc. occupied the ~:~ite now ormed by Parr

IUohmond terminal Co. from 1957 to 1967. The canp.!I!TJ" f'o~ted and pa.cQged 

~icultural chemicals, includirlg DDT, Malathion, Fhosdrin, and .llld: Dieldrin. 

Both RW~ and Fi~&: Game files indicate thet the company had extensive waste 

discharge problems, including two comtictions of illegal dijr:haz;ea of DOT 

wastes into the ship channel adjacent to tbll property. A security guard 

who has wrlasd 1n tha ,rea since 1944 agreed that United Heckathorn was a 

problem ·erea, ~~ th~the smell of chemicl!ls was stil1 ev:Ldent in the 

area. 

The Universal Pi~PUnt and Chemical Compsny, located on the aite prior 
·-

to 1957 may have also contributed to aoil. contli!Dination. Thia canpacy had -pre. 

problem:s with acid waste spillage dur jng the produ..--tion of !apalm. !lecord 

searches at Rlo!QCB, Fish& Gl!llle, &nd County Environmental Heal.th have failed to 

turn up any infonnation about this canpany. 

The property, located in an industrial section of Richmond, i& now completely 

fenced and patrolled by a security guard, leaving little or no public access. The 

site was inspected and sampled by ASP staff. The S$mples were analysed for heavy 

metal conte..'llination and for chlorinated hydrocarbons. One aa~~~ple was also checked 

for organo-phosphate pesticide cont.ami.nation, Sample results showed &ignificant 

levels of DDT, DDE, lindane, and aldrin. On the basis of t~se eample results, 

the Parr-Richmond Terminal Co is cooperating with the Deparcment in developing a 

more e~ttns1ve sampling plan to determine appropriate cleanup measure for the site. 


